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Howard A. Zucker, MD, JD
Commissioner of Health
New York State Department of Public Health
As the state's chief physician, Dr. Howard A. Zucker leads
initiatives to combat the opioids crisis, strengthen
environmental health and end the AIDS epidemic in New York.
Since his arrival at the helm of the NYS Department of Health,
he has established a network of hospitals equipped to treat
Ebola, implemented programs to address the threat of Zika and
spearheaded efforts to combat antimicrobial resistance.
Dr. Zucker oversaw the launch of the state's medical marijuana
program and continues to update the program to
accommodate evolving needs. He also developed numerous
campaigns to address major public health issues, including
lead contamination, legionella and breast cancer screenings.
His extensive review of scientific literature led the state to reject
hydrofracking in its borders.
As Commissioner, Dr. Zucker presides over the state's Medicaid
program, the New York State Public Health and Health Planning
Council, and the Wadsworth Center, New York's premier public
health lab. He also oversees the entire health care workforce,
as well as health care facilities, including hospitals, long-term
care and nursing homes.
In his previous role as first deputy commissioner, Dr. Zucker led
the state Department of Health's preparedness and response
initiatives in natural disasters and emergencies. He worked
closely with the New York City Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene and other health-related entities in New York
City.
A native of the Bronx, Dr. Zucker earned his M.D. from George
Washington University School of Medicine at age 22, becoming
one of America's youngest doctors. He is board-certified in six
specialties/subspecialties and trained in pediatrics at Johns
Hopkins Hospital, anesthesiology at the Hospital of the University
of Pennsylvania, pediatric critical care medicine/pediatric
anesthesiology at The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, and
pediatric cardiology at Children's Hospital Boston/Harvard
Medical School.
Before joining the state Department of Health in September
2013, Dr. Zucker was a professor of Clinical Anesthesiology at
Albert Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University and
pediatric cardiac anesthesiologist at Montefiore Medical
Center in the Bronx. He was also an adjunct professor at
Georgetown University Law School, where he taught
biosecurity law.

