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Mission: To protect and improve the health of all people in Washington state.
ABOUT STATE PUBLIC HEALTH

State health agencies are working across the
country to actively protect the public’s
health, prevent avoidable diseases and
conditions, and promote healthy
communities.

In 2014, Washington state developed the first PreExposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) Drug Assistance Program
in the U.S. to cover PrEP medication – a daily pill that
can prevent HIV for people at high risk.
The program enrolls 124 people per month and
works with over 400 prescribers statewide.

In 2006, the state’s HIV diagnosis rate was
8.8 cases per 100,000.

By 2017, the rate was 31% lower
with 6.1 cases per 100,000.
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IMPACT OF POTENTIAL CUTS TO FEDERAL
FUNDING
Less funding to provide local health departments
and community organizations for implementing
prevention programs, increasing disease burden on
all people
Increased rates of infectious disease due to limited
capacity to protect people from infection and
respond to communicable disease outbreaks
Cut programs that address children's health needs
putting our nation’s future at risk
Reduced ability to respond to environmental health
threats putting communities at risk for health
hazards
Reduce or eliminate the capacity to analyze public
health data. The loss of this capacity limits the
ability to make informed decisions about disease
prevention and health planning.

Source: Washington State Department of Health
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TOP 5 HEALTH AGENCY PRIORITIES
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Address the opioid crisis and decrease overdose
deaths
Reduce the use of tobacco, e-cigarettes/vaping
devices, and marijuana in persons under 21 years
of age
Implement plans to achieve End AIDS Washington
goals
Reduce chronic diseases (diabetes, cancer, heart
disease, stroke)
Secure sustainable funding for Foundational Public
Health Services at the local and state levels

Source: ASTHO 2017 Profile
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CDC 2018 OPIOID OVERDOSE CRISIS FUNDING
Year 1 (FY18) $6,424,375
This funding will support Washington State in working to prevent opioidrelated overdoses, deaths, and other outcomes. It will advance the
understanding of the epidemic and scale-up prevention and response
activities, including improving the timeliness of data. Specifically:
• Educate providers statewide on opioid prescribing guidelines and rules
• Educate the public about the risks of prescription opioids through the
CDC RX Awareness campaign.
• Increase number of providers trained each year to prescribe
buprenorphine from 242 in 2016 to 679 in 2018
• Report quarterly fatal and nonfatal overdoses to partners by creating
and disseminating public data dashboards

OPIOID STATISTICS

UNITED HEALTH FOUNDATION RANK
Strengths:
• Low premature death rate
• Low prevalence of physical inactivity
• Low prevalence of low birthweight
Areas for Improvement:
• Low percentage of high school graduation
• Low Tdap immunization coverage among
adolescents
• High incidence of pertussis
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Source: America’s Health Rankings, 2018 Annual Report
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